A GRAPHIC ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Xx
X is for ... Xerox
Founded in 1906
to manufacture
photographic
equipment, Xerox
introduced the plain
paper photocopier
in 1959. The Xerox
Palo Alto Research
Center, established
in 1970, was the
birthplace of many
modern computing
technologies such
as the graphical user
interface ( GUI  ), laser
printing, WYSIWYG
text editors, the
mouse and ethernet.

x-height refers to the height of the lowercase x in
a given typeface at any given size, and describes
the general proportions of the face. Typefaces with
a large x- height – such as News Gothic, used in this
text – generally have good legibility at small sizes.

Born in 519 BC, Xerxes
the Great ruled the
Persian Empire from
486 BC until his murder by
the commander of the royal

Discovered in 1898,
xenon is a chemical
element with the
symbol Xe. A colourless and odourless
gas, xenon is used
in arc lamps, as a
general anaesthetic in
surgery and in sports
doping. Xenon ions
were used as fuel in

bodyguard in 465 BC. His
invasion of Greece saw victory at Thermopylae before
naval defeat at Salamis.
The xylophone played
by the glove puppet
Sooty is part of the
family of percussive
instruments used by
jazz maestro Lionel
Hampton – his vibraphone is essentially a
xylophone with metal
bars above resonators
that add vibrato.

Drop-launched from the
bomb bay of a modified
B29 Superfortress bomber,
the Bell X -1 Machbuster,
flown by Chuck Yeager on
14 October 1947, was the
first piloted aircraft to fly
faster than the speed of
sound – Mach 1.07 at
45,000 ft.

First winner of the Nobel Prize for Physics, Wilhelm
Röntgen stumbled on X- rays in 1895 during unrelated
research. An early image of his wife’s hand showed the
medical potential of the discovery – the British surgeon
John Hall- Edwards first used X - rays in a surgical
operation in 1896. By 1897 advertisers followed suit.

✗

Formed by superimposing the first two
letters ( XP ) of the
Greek word Christos,
the Chi Rho was
adopted as a Christian
monogram. Troops of
the Roman emperor
Constantine, an early
convert to Christianity,
carried the symbol with
its motto In hoc signo
vinces into battle. An
initial X was used by
scribes as a contraction for Christ in the
Book of Kells long
before Xmas cards
– and kisses under
the mistletoe –
became popular.

Though more often used to signify error,
disapproval or an unknown quantity,
voters mark X on a polling slip to indicate
their preferred candidate ...

an experimental
engine aboard the
NASA space probe
Deep Space 1,
launched in 1998.

Brewers often use
the letter X to
signal the special
qualities of their
beers. Wadworth
of Devizes go
beyond the
traditional 3 X
notation with
their flagship
6 X bitter.
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