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Based on the handwriting of Renaissance court
officials, the Zapf Chancery family of fonts was
designed by Herman Zapf in 1979. An italic
version was adopted by Apple and Microsoft
as one of the core typefaces – or system fonts –
at the outset of ‘desktop publishing’ in the 1990s.

Born Robert Allen
Zimmerman, Bob Dylan
has performed for more
than five decades from
the protest songs of the
1960s to a Nobel Prize,
taking in the Best Song
Oscar in 2000 – for
Things Have Changed –
along the way.

After military service during the Great War the German Zeppelin company
developed giant airships for long distance commercial use. During the 1930s the
airships Graf Zeppelin and Hindenburg operated regular transatlantic flights from
Germany to North America and Brazil until the Hindenburg disaster of 1937 saw
the end of hydrogen–filled airship development. The art deco spire of the Empire
State Building was originally intended to serve as a mooring mast for airships.
Z is for ... Zeiss
Founded as scientific
instrument makers in
Jena, Germany, in 1846,
Carl Zeiss has now
become a major producer
of specialised glass.

Born in 1895, Ahmet
Muhtar Zogolli was
President of Albania
until promoting himself
to King Zog in 1928.
A close ally of Mussolini
– until invaded by Italy
in 1939 – Zog fled to
France, dying in 1961.

The Zeiss Icon 35mm
camera – a combination
of precision engineering
and peerless optics – is
still much sought after.

Played by Anton Karas, the haunting soundtrack
of the zither adds to the nightmareish qualities of
the Oscar winning 1949 film The Third Man, set in
post-war Vienna. The Harry Lime Theme, named for the
character played by Orson Welles, was a huge best-seller.

The zephyr, or warm gentle
wind, is named after Zephyrus
– Greek god of the west wind,
bringer of light spring and
early summer breezes.

Photographed on the
zebra crossing outside
the recording studio, the
Beatles’ Abbey Road
record sleeve has no need
to name artist or title...

An applied science,
zymology studies
the biochemical
processes of
fermentation.
Carlsberg’s Laboratory in Copenhagen
initiated the field of
molecular biology
and introduced the
pH scale of acidity.
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